
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



December 13, 1912 2074 

THE YELLOW FEVER SITUATION. 

In Ecuador yellow fever continues present at Guayaquil and at 
other points, among which are Duran, Naranjito, and Milagro. In 
Brazil, according to latest reports, cases are still occurring at Manaos. 
In this connection it is to be borne in mind that the reported cases of 
yellow fever in that part of South America north of the Amazon 
River give at best but a poor idea of the prevalence of the disease in 
the region. Yellow fever is and has been for some time endemic at 
Iquitos, a city of Peru on the Amazon River. It has also become 
endemic in many localities throughout South America north of the 
Amazon, and possibly also in localities south of the river. There are 
those who believe that the disease unrecognized is also endemic in 
certain localities in Central America and possibly even as far north as 
southern Mexico, and from time to time reports are seen in print to 
the effect that yellow fever still persists in endemic form in certain of 
the islands of the West Indies. 



PLAGUE AND ITS RELATION TO MARITIME QUARANTINE. 

The Surgeon General has been endeavoring to familiarize those 
concerned directly or indirectly with maritime commerce regarding 
the economical, as well as the public-health necessity of general 
cooperation in maintaining vessels free from rats and m a sanitary 
condition. Upon their arrival at United States ports the quarantine 
treatment of vessels so maintained could be reduced to the minimum. 

The campaign of education has consisted of the issuance of a pam- 
phlet to the owners and masters of vessels explaining the nature of 
the quarantinable diseases and methods for preventing ships from 
becoming infected with them and the making of representations to 
commercial bodies in this country for the purpose of enlisting not only 
their aid, but through them the aid of commercial bodies in foreign 
countries. Assurances have been received that the information sent 
to owners and masters of vessels has been productive of much good. 
Assurances have also been received from the Chamber of Commerce 
of New York which indicate that this influential body is ready to give 
its sincere cooperation in the matter. At a monthly meeting of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York, December 5, 1912, 
a report submitted by its committee on foreign commerce and the 
revenue laws was unanimously adopted, recommending that the con- 
ditions regarding quarantine and the possibility of the lessening of 
restrictions on vessels, as set forth by the Surgeon General, be brought 
to the attention of the chambers of commerce of the leading seaports 
of the world, and that such other measures be taken as may seem 
necessary to bring the facts to the attention of merchants and ship- 
ping men. The suggestions referred to as made by the Surgeon Gen- 
eral were as follows : 

1. The systematic catching of rats on the wharves and along the 
water front of ports, the bacteriological examination of the rodents 
found, and the making of a weekly report through the local health 
authorities for the use of the Bureau of the Public Health Service in 
determining the sanitary status of the port. 

2. Structural arrangements of wharves and docks so as to afford 
the least possible facilities for rat infestation. 



